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I. Introduction
The Afghan War has become the most important conflict after the Cold War, not only because of its
20 years of bloody history but also because of the active involvement of various countries. The Afghan War
along with the War in Iraq has started the “War on Terror” a very important conflict as terrorism has
increased significantly over the past decades. The United States has also shown its status as the world’s
major superpower as it could single-handedly fight in a county 11,956 kilometers away from its coasts for
roughly 20 years. The Afghan War has also become a symbol of western countries’ incompetency in
creating peace in the middle east regardless of military efforts.
The Afghan War was born from a state of uncertainty and after 20 years of war, another political
state of uncertainty has arrived, one where the international community will now most likely have to
cooperate with the unrecognized Taliban Government which they have seen as the “enemy”. As the theme
of TIMUN '22 is "Securing Post-Conflict Peace”; experts should consider how member states and the UN
organizations will establish diplomatic relationships in Taliban Ruled Afghanistan as well as form diplomatic
bonds for tackling issues created by the aftermath of war.
While Experts may see 9/11 as the trigger, foreign involvement and interest in Afghanistan have
persisted since the Cold War and the “Afghan-Soviet” Conflict. This Chair Report will analyze the origins and
consequences of these events to explain the current circumstances of foreign involvement in the country.

II. Involved Countries and Organizations
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan(Taliban)
Currently, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is the de facto government of Afghanistan. It is
controlled by the Islamic militant organization Taliban. The Emirate came into power after the 2021 “Summer
Offensive” where the Taliban invaded the vast majority of Afghanistan including the capital, Kabul, after the
majority of U.S. forces withdrew from Afghanistan. The Taliban was the main military force that the NATO
coalition fought for most of the war. Taliban first emerged as a major combatant in the Afghan Civil War,
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where they embraced an extreme version of Islam based on Deobandi Sunni Islam and its respective Sharia
Law. So far no member state has initiated diplomatic relationships with the Emirate. The huge violation of
human rights due to the Taliban’s core ideologies discouraged many western countries from initiating any
official ties.,
Geographically speaking, Afghanistan is a very mountainous and large country and traversal is very
hard for citizens and military forces. The rough terrain has led to Afghanistan being called “the graveyard of
Empires” by various historians due to large military superpowers in history not being able to conquer and
control Afghanistan(the most famous ones being the British Empire, the Soviet Union, and most recently the
U.S.). Afghanistan’s situation as a landlocked country has also led to its soil being dry, meaning that it is
highly efficient for people farming illegal drugs such as heroin and marijuana. Despite only ⅛ of the country's
available for farming, according to the World Bank, 61% of Afghans live in pastoral areas and make
agriculture the main contribution to Afghanistan’s economy. Afghanistan is a very diverse place considering
ethnicities and religions. The diversity of the country has led to many different ethno religious conflicts in the
country. The largest ethnic group is Pashtuns and the largest religious group is Sunni Muslims followed by
Shia Muslims.

United States of America
The U.S. was the most active player in the Afghan War. War in Afghanistan started after the 9/11
terrorist attacks on U.S. soil where the U.S. searched for retaliation against the responsible Islamic extremist
group Al-Qaeda. Al-Qaeda and its leaders continued activities in Iraq and Afghanistan which resulted in two
subsequent wars initiated by the U.S., NATO, and the UN Security Council under the umbrella of
“Combating Terrorism”.
Afghanistan was the longest-lasting war in U.S. Military history; approximately lasting 19 years and
10 months. Along the way the U.S. heavily used its military resources as well as heavily invested in the
country to rebuild its political, economic, and cultural structure, however, almost all attempts of investment
in the country were unsuccessful.
In February 2021, the USA made peace with the Taliban and withdrew its Troops, it could be said
that the country has no further interest in the consequences of the War.

NATO
The North Treaty Organization was a major ally of the US in the war. The main contribution of NATO
was the ISAF, a coalition of NATO members with other countries that fought in Afghanistan. ISAF, an
organization created after the 9/11 attacks that were especially important for Phase 1 of the War on
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Afghanistan as it fulfilled the need for personnel in the region. NATO then resumed power for the RSM
(Resolute Support Mission), another support unit that was importantly focused on assisting Afghan security
forces and institutions. NATO had many policies in Afghanistan regarding the opium trade and the
humanitarian crises which will be detailed later.

United Nations
Afghanistan is one of the UN’s oldest members, as it joined the organization in 1949. The United
Nations plays a critical dual role as a mediator in Afghanistan. The Security Council of the UN has played a
huge role in the conflict going back as far as the Soviet-Afghan War. UN Security Council Resolution 1318 is
a very fundamental point for foreign intervention in Afghanistan and has become one of the legal pillars of
the War in Afghanistan. Previously the UN has also identified the Taliban as a Terrorist Group and no
member state of the UN recognizes the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan; both of these facts are important for
any experts considering a diplomatic solution.
The UN has also been heavily involved with the human rights crisis, especially women’s rights in
Afghanistan. Due to Afghanistan having no proper government since the PDPA era, the UN has become a
key figure in upholding human rights in Afghanistan.

Pakistan
Pakistan is a key figure in Afghanistan. The country first became related to the issue during the
Soviet-Afghan War and from that point onward has been supporting the Sunni groups in the country
including the Taliban. Pakistan has a large and mountainous border with Afghanistan. Conflict on the border
has been a regular event since the 1940s; today, the border serves as a convenient escape from wanted or
trapped extremist individuals.
Alongside the military aspect, Pakistan has also played a significant role in issues like refugees as
they have been forced to accept a lot of refugees since the beginning of the Conflict in Afghanistan due to
the large border and the common culture of the two countries.
Currently, Pakistan is denying any allegations of helping the Taliban and the Islamic Emirate. The
country has not officially recognized the Islamic Emirate in any diplomatic way.

Russia
Russia’s been a key player in the past conflict in Afghanistan, especially the Soviet-Afghan War
where they invaded the weren’t to protect the Democratic Republic’s regime. Since its withdrawal from
Afghanistan, Russia has taken a more passive role. Russia has taken an anti-Taliban approach in the
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ongoing conflicts. Russia's main concern over Afghanistan is to keep Central Asia, a former soviet majority
area that they want to keep their influence on, stable and non-threatening to Russia. To this extent, Russia
has supported the American and NATO troops during phase 1 of the War in Afghanistan. Over the conflict
continuing for a long time Russia has feared American influence having a long-term effect on Central Asia
and has called for the withdrawal of American troops during Phase 2 of the war.
Due to Afghanistan playing a huge role in Opium production and due to the trade routes surrounding
Central Asia, Russia has been affected by a heroin epidemic where approximately 3 million inhabitants of the
country have been addicted to the continuous flow of Afghan-produced drugs. Due to these circumstances,
Russia has been calling out the inefficiency of NATO and American policies against drug production in
Afghanistan. This has also led to the only times Russia followed a diplomatic route with the Taliban in which
they held a clandestine talk in 2007 to prevent the trade from spreading to Central Asia.
Lastly, Russia used to have good relationships with the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan where they
made several economic contributions through bilateral treaties, due to the former relationships it could be
argued that Russia will not act welcomingly to the new Taliban regime.

China
The People’s Republic of China first got involved in the country during the Soviet-Afghan war where
they supported Maoist groups fighting against the PDPA. China as a P5 member voted for UN Security
Council Resolution 1318 which meant that they supported the war effort in Afghanistan. Currently, China
holds an important position in securing peace so that it doesn’t spread in the region after the conflict. Over
the past decades during the War in Afghanistan; China has established itself as the Superpower in East and
Central Asia with its large economic growth. The US’s withdrawal from Afghanistan has provided the perfect
opportunity for China to spread its influence over Central Asia with economic investments. China has
established bilateral relationships with the Taliban during meeting sessions in the UAE to talk over their
expectations in the region without recognizing the Islamic Emirate. Before China moves on with its economic
incentives it has tried to guarantee security in the country to stabilize the costs and returns of its
investments. China is also trying to keep the Taliban’s religious power in check as any hostilities to acts
committed by China against Muslim ethnic groups in the Xinxiang region may carry severe consequences
such as uprisings against China in Muslim-majority Central Asian Countries/Ethnic Groups.

Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia was one of the three original countries to recognize the first Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan. Pakistan and Afghanistan have been significant trade partners for Saudi Arabia for a long time.
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This interest in the two countries as well as Saudi Arabia’s agenda of protecting Sunni Muslims worldwide
(an ideology developed by Saudi Arabia’s hold of holy sites as well as its rivalry with the Shia state of Iran)
led to Saudi Arabia getting involved during the Afghan-Soviet war.
Osama Bin Laden was a member of the wealthy Bin Laden Family, a dynasty that is very close to the
Saudi Royal Family. Before the USA invaded Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia requested that the Taliban’s leaders
turn over Bin Laden. This request was not met and the relationship between the Taliban and Saudi Arabia
fully deteriorated. Saudi Arabia’s main policy in Afghanistan is to counter the Shia influence of Iran in the
country and counter it by gaining influence via rebuilding infrastructure and sending humanitarian aid.

The United Arab Emirates
One of the three countries that initially recognized the first Islamic Emirate in 1996, UAE plays an
important mediator role in the aftermath of the conflict. UAE’s interests lie solely in geographical Afghanistan
and the Afghan people. UAE’s interest in the parties that will rule Afghanistan is nearly non-existent. In
November of 2021, UAE reopened its embassy in Afghanistan while still not legally recognizing the Islamic
Emirate. The embassy has started de-jure relationships between the Taliban and the UAE Since the
September 11 attacks UAE’s official Afghan policies have been aligned with the USA meaning that it will
probably not recognize the Taliban as long as the International Community does not.

Qatar
Qatar holds the Taliban Political Office in its capital; Doha. This office has been a key compartment
for many diplomatic meetings with the Taliban. Qatar is a huge USA ally having the largest USA military base
in the gulf region making this office a legitimate option for diplomacy. The most significant accomplishment
of the political office is that it enabled the ceasefire agreement where the USA withdrew from Afghanistan to
be possible. The office shows possibilities for diplomatic relationships with the Taliban in the future.

Iran
Iran is a majority Shia Muslim country that shares a large border with Afghanistan. Many Iranian
ethnic groups have lived in Afghanistan for centuries such as Tajiks or the Farsi. The existence of Iran has
spread Shia Islam in Afghanistan which has shaped Iran’s policies in Afghanistan. Iran had great interests in
Afghanistan ever since the Saur Revolution when Iran supported the Shia factions in the region to protect
the Shia population. Iran has seen the Taliban as a great threat to the Shias as it is a Sunni extremist group
and due to the Taliban’s killing of Persian diplomats in the past. Iran has long supported the Islamic Republic
of Afghanistan whether it would be extending humanitarian aid to the country or signing bilateral treaties that
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would increase trade and cooperation between the two countries. Iran’s attempts at increasing influence in
the region would eventually attract regional rival Saudi Arabia’s attention.
Iran has long endured large numbers of Afghanis escaping through its borders. Ever since the
Soviet-Afghan War Iran has been in the process of accepting and returning refugees. According to the
UNHCR, 780.000 Afghani refugees lived in Iran before Kabul’s fall. Currently, Iran has been the main hub for
many refugees escaping from Taliban rule. Iran is also currently trying to battle Opioid smuggling out of
Afghanistan. As a border country, Iran has seen massive amounts of illegal drugs getting smuggled out of
the country and then being transferred to other regions such as the Gulf or Lebanon. Iran has taken action
against opioid smuggling in the past and will be a very important figure in stopping drug trafficking in
Afghanistan.

III. Focused Overview of the Issue
1. The beginning: Saur Revolution
Before 1978 Afghanistan was in a peaceful time. Before 1973 the country was ruled by the
Monarchy of Afghanistan until the 1973 coup d'etat bringing an end to the monarchy and for the first time
establishing the Afghan Republic which lasted until the 1978 Saur Revolution. The Saur Revolution
overthrew the autocratic regime of the Republic and brought the People's Democratic Party of
Afghanistan(PDPA) to power. The PDPA established the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, where they
held control in a one-party system. The Democratic Republic and the PDPA held Leninist and
Pan-Afghanistan beliefs. These beliefs led to the government taking more progressive economic and political
decisions and amending reforms in the country that was opposed by the more traditional rural population.
The PDPA broke down any opposing parties to their reforms. The extreme suppression led to the creation of
various Afghan mujahideen( independent militant ) groups forming in the country. Alongside the Afghan
mujahideen, various extremist Maoist and Communist groups in Afghanistan formed their own militias to
oppose the Leninist Reforms of the PDPA.
2. The Soviet_Afghan War
The Soviet-Afghan War is the first instance of foreign involvement in modern Afghanistan. Shortly
after active mujahideen activity started in the country, leaders of the PDPA asked the Soviet Union’s help to
stay in power as the only party that shared the same Lenninistic ideologies. The Soviets first refused
requests for help but as the PDPA also fell to interior tensions, the Soviets fully intervened in Afghanistan and
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invaded the country in 1989. The Soviets’ first mission was to take control of Kabul and other major cities to
change the incumbent leader of the PDPA to the more Soviet-leaning politician Babrak Karmal. Babrak
Karmal was not popular among the population and the Soviet-led invasion of Afghan cities fueled the
conflict. NATO sanctioned the Soviet Union and claimed that the invasion was illegal based on international
laws. The Afghan mujahideen and Maoist militants challenged the Soviets with support from the U.S,
Pakistan, China, South Arabia, and Iran.
Foreign support for Afghan mujahideen can be divided into two, support for Sunni mujahideen and
Shia mujahideen. Sunni mujahideen were supported by the USA, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, China (due to the
common interest in toppling the PDPA regime with Maoists), United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Israel, and
Germany (to oppose Soviet-controlled East Germany’s support for the PDPA). Muslim countries like Saudia
Arabia, UAE, and others supported the Sunni mujahideen because they believed that the PDPA’s policies
threatened the Sunni Communities in Afghanistan. The common interest of protecting Afghanistan’s Muslim
values would be carried on to the Afghan Civil War where a large amount of Arabs from this country would
travel to Afghanistan in support of various Sunni military groups(including Taliban). Most support from
Muslim Countries was restricted to ammunition and equipment except for Pakistan. Pakistan, having a large
border to Afghanistan from the southeast and a large Pashtun population itself had a very active involvement
in the Soviet War, where they trained the Sunni mujahideen alongside their own army. Pakistan also
accepted many refugees escaping from Soviet-controlled border cities/regions. These training sessions and
transportation aid in Pakistan would be financed by the USA and the UK. Pakistan’s involvement with the
Mujahideen would start a long and ongoing process of Pakistan getting involved with Afghan Politics and
extremist groups.
The Shia Mujahideen were supported by Iran. After the Islamic Revolution, Iran’s policy in
Afghanistan changed to protect the minority Shia population. Iran’s long-term goal in supporting these
groups was to reinstate the Shia Party of Afghanistan which would politically protect the Shia population in
the long-run. Afghanis escaping from the Soviets would seek refuge in Iran. Iran’s position in this war would
affect its policies against the Taliban and the War in Afghanistan.
The USA and UK’s involvement in the War was solely to oppose the Soviet Union, for western
countries Afghan-Soviet was a proxy war that was part of the Cold War. The United States would supply the
Afghan Mujahideen with advanced military equipment which would disturb the Soviet’s strategy of
controlling rural Afghanistan with Aerial Strikes. This would mark the first time that the US got involved in the
modern Afghan Conflict. The US would be successful as the Soviets withdrew from Afghanistan in 1989.
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3. Civil War in Afghanistan
The withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan led to the DPPA being toppled in 1992. The group
Afghan Mujahideen that invaded Kabul at the end of the war established the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan. The Islamic Republic eventually fell due to infighting between militant leaders. The concept of
government collapsed and Afghanistan fell into a civil war led by rural warlords. The warlords committed
several atrocities across the country, notably against people of other ethnic groups or religious sects. From
this chaos, the Taliban, a group of students with a strict belief in Islam was born. The Taliban's first goal in
the country was to stop the atrocious warlords as they were going against their religious beliefs. In 1996, the
Taliban took control of Kabul establishing the first Islamic Emirate. The Taliban couldn’t control the country
and several parties and warlords broke away to become the United Northern Alliance. Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan supported the Taliban in this war. For Pakistan, the Taliban gave hope for a government of
Afghanistan that would have good relationships with Pakistan underlined by fundamental Islamism. Pakistan
gave military help and training to the Taliban just like the mujahideen a few years prior. For Saudi Arabia, it
was a way for them to expand its Sunni influence in the Middle East, a strategy very similar to its campaign
in the Iraq-Iran war. Unlike these two counties, Iran supported the Northern Alliance as they saw the Taliban
as a threat to the Shia population. The contributions of all parties had effects on the course of the war.
Eventually, the Taliban controlled %70 percent of Afghanistan with the Northern Alliance holding out the rest
of the country. There was a huge divide between the two areas. The Northern Alliance gave more liberty to
the people and especially women. The safety of the Northern Alliance attracted refugees escaping from the
strict and sharia law-ruled Islamic Emirate.

Picture 2: Northern Alliance vs Taliban
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At this point, it is important to recognize Osama Bin Laden’s activities in Afghanistan. Bin Laden first
came to Afghanistan as an “Afghan Arab”; a term used to describe Muslims coming into Afghanistan during
the Afghan-Soviet War to help Islamic Organizations to fight against the Soviet Army. Bin Laden would later
go on to create Al-Qaeda before coming back to Afghanistan. The Taliban would welcome Al-Qaeda to their
territories because of the two’s ideological similarity based on strict adherence to Sunni Islam and sharia
law. Al-Qaeda used southern Taliban territory as a headquarters to initiate operations as well as train its own
military force. One of these operations planned and prepared for in Afghanistan was the September 11
attacks on the USA.
The Civil War continued until October of 2001 when the US invaded Afghanistan.
4. War in Afghanistan
On September 11, Al Qaeda attacked the USA with several intentionally coordinated terrorist attacks
that would lead to the deaths of 3,000 people. Al-Qaeda has previously put out content that aimed to taunt
the USA, yet this time the USA decided to retaliate. Under the moral code, the USA deemed the September
11 attacks as Jus ad Bellum for a potential war with Afghanistan. The USA first gave ultimatums to Taliban
leaders to turn in Osama Bin Laden as well as Al-Qaeda leaders present in Afghanistan. Believing in Bin
Laden’s innocence and due to their relationship with Al-Qaeda, the Taliban refused to give in to the
Ultimatum. Several days earlier the leader of the Northern Alliance was assassinated by Al-Qaeda suicide
bombers. Due to the North Alliance being not a legitimate option to counter Al-Qaeda and Taliban’s
offenses, the USA decided to go into all war.
The International Community was heavily involved at the beginning of the war. The war on
Afghanistan was also branded under the umbrella of the “War on Terrorism”. The UK was the first country to
contribute militarily to the U.S. effort with the coerced invasion of Afghanistan. Under the UN Security
Council Resolution 1386, the International Security Assistance Force(ISAF) was created. ISAF gained
attention from all NATO members as well as several other NATO-aligned member states. The right to
operate ISAF troops was given to NATO. Both the ISAF and the United States army were successful in the
beginning. In 2004, Kabul was taken back by the coalition, and the new Islamic Republic of Afghanistan was
founded. With the invasion of Al-Qaeda's base city in the south, the Taliban and Al-Qaeda either escaped to
more rural areas or to neighboring Pakistan. The war reached a stalemate during the heights of the Iraq war
where the majority of the US troops were deployed in Iraq, this gave time for the Taliban as well as Al-Qaeda
to counter USA’s efforts in the country. Taliban in Pakistan caused huge troubles for the government as it
caused threats to national security by undermining the Afghan-Pakistan border. The new Obama
administration gave more attention to Afghanistan as the war effort began to falter; the administration
planned for the deployment of more troops in the region. The USA led several operations in Pakistan which
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eventually led to the killing of Osama Bin Laden on May 2, 2011, nearly 10 years before the USA’s full
withdrawal from Afghanistan. The next 10 years of combat would see the USA struggle to maintain a
peaceful Afghanistan as well as the NATO coalition not being able to develop a Republic-ruled Afghanistan.
One of the USA’s major investments was the ring road project in Afghanistan connecting massive popular
regions in the country via land road. The project received massive funding and at its peak reached a budget
of 3 billion dollars. The project eventually failed due to the Taliban’s activities on the road affecting
construction and other processes. The project eventually flopped, lost the majority of its budget, and was
left to the Islamic Republic, which later lost funding due to high amounts of corruption within the government
regarding the project. Eventually, the war hit another stalemate with the Taliban controlling roughly half of the
country with the Islamic Republic holding the other part. The Resolute Support Mission, another NATO-led
coalition that replaced the ISAF joined the war effort yet it also failed to build infrastructure. Eventually, after
having more losses in the War rather than gains even after the intense amount spent by the coalition, in
2021 the United States of America signed a peace treaty with the Taliban that would clear out the remaining
out Al-Qaeda leaders in their possession for the long-term withdrawal of USA troops. NATO also withdrew
its troops from the country. In summer, the Capital Kabul, and roughly all of the country would return to the
Taliban’s hands creating the internationally unrecognized Second Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. After the
Taliban gained control, the international committee was left with important problems to deal with.
5. The Humanitarian Problem
Taliban is at its core an extremist group. The group strictly adheres to Sunni Islam and believes that
Sharia Law is the proper way to rule a country. Taliban’s extreme values and beliefs have led to several
human rights violations in Afghanistan.
Women’s rights have been a major issue in the country due to official laws holding a strict attitude
against women. In the Islamic Emirate, women have been given property status compared to men. Laws
have forbidden women from getting an education and have banned women from traveling alone without any
male relatives. The UN has been the most active player in this situation trying to protect and uphold
women’s rights in an increasingly deteriorating Afghanistan. In 2018, the USA, China, Pakistan, Russia, and
the Taliban had a meeting at the Doha Political office. One of the major issues brought up by the USA was
the lack of fundamental rights for women in the country and for peace in the future. The Taliban eventually
left the meetings because they believed that the other parties were being unreasonable.
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Picture 2: “Ethno-Religious groups in Afghanistan

Another violation of human rights in the country is the sexual exploitation of young boys with the
Bacha Bazi tradition. Originally Taliban was very against it, seeing it as a violation of Islam, and banned it
during the first Islamic Emirate. After the 2021 offense, the Taliban has not shown effort to stop this tradition
making it a huge problem for human rights and welfare in the country.
The conflict between ethnic groups has led to huge war crimes in the country. In October of 2021
after the establishment of the Islamic Emirate Taliban, affiliates started killing Shia people without any
opposition from the government. During the War, many Tajiks(an Iranian ethnic minority) fought against the
Taliban leading to atrocities committed by the Taliban against them as well. Afghan Hazaras are an ethnic
group oppressed by the Islamic Emirate during their first regime, many Hazaras still have to relocate
because of the oppression coming from the Taliban. The Taliban believes that the common Afghan Culture
is the Muslim Pashtun lifestyle which has resulted in the limitation of different cultures in the Country. Iran has
been afraid of something like this for years and has taken action to protect the Shiite population ever since
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the beginning of the modern conflict. Nonetheless, Iran’s efforts have not been and will not be enough to
stop persecution based on ethnicity and religion which means that this issue needs international help.
6. The Refugee Crisis
The conflict between ethnic groups has led to huge war crimes in the country. In October 2021, after
the establishment of the Islamic Emirate, a significant number of refugees escaped from the country. Before
the invasion, there were 2.2 million international Afghan refugees mostly living in Iran and other neighboring
states. With the new regime, it could be said that there will be more refugees. According to the UNHRC, in
2020 3.5 internal refugees in Afghanistan were traveling from their region to safer regions during the
summer. It is said that those refugees have also had to escape from the country. UNHRC has yet to report
on the total number of refugees now, meaning that international cooperation on sharing the refugees among
available countries is important as it is likely that there will be more refugees coming in the future.
Picture 3: Statistics regarding the distribution of Afghan Refugees

7. Drug Trade
As mentioned before Afghanistan’s geographical conditions make it a great place to grow opioids in.
The origins of the Afghan opioid trade come from the poverty of Afghan people who first farmed
poppies(opioids) because of the lack of trade in agricultural goods. This practice later expanded until
Afghanistan grew 75% of the world’s poppies. When the Taliban first took control they reduced poppy
production in the country. Upon USA’s preparations for war, the Taliban allowed for Poppy trade in the
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region for economic gain. With the USA’s invasion, poppy farming grew to the point where 90% of poppy in
the world was produced in Afghanistan. NATO and the US tried to battle this epidemic but eventually failed
due to the high economic incentives of poppy trading that they couldn’t counter. The Islamic Republic was
highly against Poppy farming as it was illegal and wasted space for Agricultural goods; the government tried
to crack down on farmers but eventually failed as Poppy production and trading increased in the country.
The poppy production decreased Agricultural goods making the public reliant on Pakistani exports which
weren’t distributed properly, meaning that parts of the country had to go through a famine. Famine has
become a large humanitarian issue as well over the years. When the Taliban took control of the country it
took action to stop it, however, the trade was already huge due to many farmers converting into the trade
during the famine. Many countries such as Iran and Russia have tried to counter drug trafficking in the

country but eventually failed.
Picture 4: “Production of poppy in Afghanistan

IV. Key Vocabulary
War on Terrorism: The term "war on terrorism" is used to refer to the international counterterrorism operation
that the United States has been leading after the September 11 terrorist attacks. Afghanistan War would fall
under this category
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De facto/ De jure: De Jure/De Facto are two very important words used to signal either power or position.
De facto translates to an ongoing affair that is not recognized by law and de jure means a non-existent affair
that is recognized by international law. States’ position on Afghanistan may differ from De jure to De facto.
Jihad: Jihad is the Islamic doctrine that translates to “Holy War” and is the encouragement of Muslims to
spread Islam to places/people that do not believe in Islam. Jihad can be done in various ways one being the
“way of the sword” or the waging of war to spread Islam. Extremist groups such as Al-Qaeda and Taliban
justify their wars as Jihad.
Sharia Law: Sharia Law is a concept in Islam that regards the Law. Sharia Law dictates that countries
should be ruled by the rules of God and the Qur’an. Despite popular beliefs, there is no described Law
system of Sharia; what constitutes the majority of law is the belief of sects or other Islamic groups. Extremist
groups such as the Taliban believe in a very strict version of Sharia Law that limits the rights of women.
Jus ad Bellum/ Jus in Bello: Latin phrases that translate to “right to go to war” and “right to use (level of)
violence in war”. First popularized during the Roman Empire, the phrases dictate if an act or declaration of
war is justified from the perspective of the church. Jus ad Bellum is still used regarding countries going to
war and holds international importance. Experts wishing to criticize any involved parties’ war agenda in the
conflict can use these terms.
Bacha Bazi: Bacha Bazi is an Afghan tradition that translates to “dancing boys”. The practice results in the
prostitution of young boys who are then sold to older men in the rural areas of Afghanistan. This practice
constitutes a major impeachment of Human rights due to the sexual misconduct of minors.
Refugees/ Internal: refugees: Refugees are people displaced from their own country due to various
circumstances (famine, war, etc.) and now are seeking protection in another country. Internal refugees are
displaced people who instead of seeking asylum in another country, seek asylum in another part of their
own country. The majority of Internal Refugees occur during civil wars or invasions of large countries.
Opium: Opium is a narcotic drug obtained from the seed of poppy plants (Papaver somniferum). Opium
was popularized by British explorers trading in China and the South China Sea. This trade of opium in the
18th century caused massive chemical addiction to the drug, an effect that is still relevant to this date.
Internally Displaced People(IDP): UNHRC defines an IDP as people who are displaced due to armed conflict,
generalized violence, or human rights violations but do not cross international borders to reach safety. It is
estimated that there are 53.2 Million IDPs in the world.
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V. Important Events & Chronology
Date (Day/Month/Year)

Event
Khan overthrows the Monarchy of Afghanistan starting the

17 July, 1973

modern conflict

April 27, 1978

The Saur Revolution occurs. The PDPA comes to power.

December 27, 1979

The Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan

1982

Refugee Crisis occurs in Iran and Pakistan.
Soviets withdraw from Afghanistan ending the Soviet-Afghan

May 15, 1988

war.

September 27, 1996

Taliban takes control of Kabul, establishing the first Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan
Osama Bin Laden and his organization moved to

8 May, 1997

Afghanistan and befriend Muhammad Omar, the incumbent
leader of the Taliban.

September 11, 2001
October 7, 2001
December 7, 2001
December 20, 2001
March 20, 2003

Al-Qaeda terrorists attacked several American cities causing
the death of approximately 3.000 people
The USA invaded Afghanistan, starting the War in
Afghanistan.
The USA and the Northern Alliance invades Kandahar, the
Taliban’s last stronghold leading the organization to flee.
UNSC Resolution 1368 passes unanimously, creating ISAF.
The Iraq War begins which decreases the western allies’
military presence in Afghanistan.
National Council of Afghanistan regroups and charts a new

January 2004

Afghan constitution over several meetings starting the rule of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

2008
May 2, 2011

A total of 15 billion dollars worth of donations are given to
the Islamic Republic
Osama Bin Laden is killed in Pakistan.
Kandahar Massacre occurs. A USA soldier kills 16 innocent

March 11, 2012

Afghan villagers in their home. USA’s refusal of a trial in
Afghanistan results in local trust decreasing.

December 2014

ISAF ends its mission in Afghanistan
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USA and Taliban signed peace deals which set the ground

February 2019

for USA’s withdrawal from Afghanistan
Taliban invaded Kabul, reinstating the Islamic Emirate of

August 15, 2021

Afghanistan and ending the War in Afghanistan

VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties
-

UNSC Resolution 1386 (2001)
UNSC resolution 1386 marks the official beginning of ISAF’s mission in Afghanistan. The resolution

was passed unanimously by the Security Council. The resolution could be recalled as ISAF received large
international help and played an important role in defeating Al-Qaeda.
-

UNSC Resolution 2189 (2014)
UNSC resolution 2189 requests for the formation of the Resolute Support Mission. The resolute

support mission also garnered international help but due to the war heading into a stalemate, it could be
said that the Resolute mission was not as effective as ISAF.
-

UNSC Resolution 2615(2021)
This resolution recognized the Humanitarian crisis in Taliban-ruled Afghanistan and set objectives to

give humanitarian aid. Reviews of this objective would be done once every year. Time will tell if the mission is
successful as the team responsible for carrying out these objectives will end their mission in 2023.
-

Geneva Accords(1988 )
The Geneva Accords were signed between Pakistan and Afghanistan during the endgame of the

Afghan-Soviet war. It was signed in the Geneva UN Headquarters and was mediated by the USSR and the
USA. It sets precedent for the return of Afghan refugees from Pakistan. It was successful in its own time but
failed to establish long-term procedures for future Afghan Refugees seeking asylum in Pakistan. It was
ratified by all sides.
-

The Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan(2020)
This deal was signed by the USA and representatives from the Taliban in Doha and is the agreement

that ended the war. The US promised to withdraw its troops and close its military bases in Afghanistan by
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2021. It could be counted as successful due to the USA withdrawal but it also ended the war in a way that
didn’t solve other big problems such as Drug Trafficking, Humanitarian, and Refugee crises. All sides ratified
the Agreement and it also garnered support from India, China, Pakistan, and Russia.

VII. Failed Solution Attempts
Defeating the Taliban military has failed horrendously. Both the USSR’s and America’s invasion of
Afghanistan has shown that military interventions do not produce good results. America and NATO’s
infrastructural investments have also failed, especially the Ring Road project. NATO’s main policies on
Opium tried to stop farmers but also failed due to economic circumstances. NATO and the USA upheld
women’s rights in the parts that they controlled and condemned Bacha Bazi, yet the rural areas of
Afghanistan continued practicing the tradition. Due to the invasion of the Taliban; a majority of the UN
projects dedicated to increasing economic standards and upholding Human rights have now failed or have
been withdrawn.
Iran tried to harden its borders against incoming Afghan refugees but has failed due to a lack of
international cooperation when it comes to the refugee situation.
In 2018 USA and the Taliban came together to discuss the situation of women’s rights in a peaceful
Afghanistan. The Taliban left the table as it accused the USA of not wanting to cooperate with them fully.

VIII. Possible Solutions
Taliban has already begun to take action against producers. The international community should
cooperate to counter trade routes going from central Asia and the Gulf. Signing treaties to secure the
country would also result in capital from China coming into the country as they already have planned
investments for the country. Investing in the country(f.e. future operations of China) may also result in the
revival of the Agriculture Industry, making it a great way to rebuild the country and fight against opium.
Signing agreements with the Taliban to deal with the Humanitarian Crisis in Afghanistan may be a viable
option as talks about the issue began in 2018. Experts should try to incentivize the Taliban while writing
bilateral treaties to increase their efficiency. International cooperation is very important for refugees. UNHRC
has yet to do a full report on refugees after the 2021 Invasion, so funding may be given. The distribution of
Refugees is also an important topic as the better refugees are placed, the more resources that governments
can give them.
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IX. Useful Links
-

https://www.unhcr.org/
UNHRC’s official site.
. Experts trying to learn more about refugees can visit this site.

-

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/114776.html
NATO Archives.
NATO’s archive of UNSC resolutions concerning Afghanistan. Each resolution takes 2 minutes to
read, approximately 2 minutes to read.

-

https://www.vox.com/world/2018/1/11/16878056/afghanistan-us-fail-war-taliban
Vox’s video on why America failed to rebuild Afghanistan.

-

https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/19265
Jus Ad Bellum and America
A very interesting article discussing the “Jus in Bello” concept with an emphasis on the USA’s war in
Afghanistan.

-

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/prescription-drug-abuse/in-depth/how-opioid-addi
ction-occurs/art-20360372#:~:text=Opioids%20are%20highly%20addictive%2C%20in,powerful%2
0sense%20of%20well%2Dbeing.
Mayoclinic’s opium
Experts interested in the opium epidemic and what opium does can infer this site.
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