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I. Introduction

Even though the number of violent conflicts

has decreased since a peak in 1992, civil war

remains an endemic form of violence in poor

countries. With the end of the Cold War,

democratization and increased integration in the

world economy have often been advocated in order

to promote prosperity and peace in poor countries.

Civil wars impose substantial costs on the domestic

economy. These wars are destructive to human lives

and economic infrastructure. They also undermine the legitimacy of the state, threatening its institutions, the

security of property rights, and the rule of law. Moreover, internal wars introduce tremendous uncertainty

into the economic environment, making both public and private investment riskier. While it might be readily

apparent that war will impact economic production, there is little understanding of the different channels

through which civil war affects the aggregate economy. The initial motivation for civil war as well as its

financial feasibility may also be related to international trade. Higher primary commodity exports can provide

opportunities for predation by rebel groups and therefore help finance the rebellion. They can also constitute

a motivation for rebel groups to capture the rent. The rent extorted from natural resources is most valuable

to the extent that it can be exported. The effect of a severe civil war is both very large on contemporaneous

trade and very persistent: a fall in trade of around 25% from its natural level in the first year of the conflict is

observed.

It is highly important to understand the political crises, geological availability, and domestic

economies of the states in the region in order to have a full  grasp of the issue and thus provide solutions.

Especially in the Middle East, ongoing civil wars, coup d’etats, revolutions, the rise of fundamentalism,

political instability, and lack of democracy are known factors contributing to the decline of economic

involvement and threatening the security of international trade. Regarding North Africa, not only the artificial

problems but other limitations due to the location such as availability of ports and access to roads and

infrastructure should be considered while writing the resolution. It is very important to understand the high
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number of factors and historical disputes in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region to provide

fruitful resolutions.

Lastly, delegates should strive to achieve peace in every solution offered. This year’s team "Securing

Post-Conflict Peace" refers to the fundamental goal of the United Nations, to preserve peace and security

even amongst the most conflicted regions. This, in one sense, is very significant to the flow of international

trade and the preservation of international economic balance. For that reason, delegates should aim to

unveil and resolve factors that perpetuate the same catalysts we have been trying to fix for hundreds of

years.

II. Involved Countries and Organizations

World Bank

One of the greatest global providers of finance and expertise for developing nations is the

World Bank Group. Its five institutions all share a dedication to fostering shared prosperity,

alleviating poverty, and advancing sustainable development. The World Bank is a reliable source when

it comes to understanding the impact of civil war on the economy and navigating through the disruption of

trade. The World Bank, for example, draws attention to the impact of inflation in the country on civil conflicts.

According to the World Bank, in Nigeria, “ a 10 percent increase in the price of oil raises the number of

conflict events by 2 percent. These results are also consistent with other intra-country evidence from

Colombia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and from Sub-Saharan Africa.” In general, the World Bank

offers many loans with low-interest rates to countries that try to regenerate their trade and economy after

long periods of civil conflict.

World Trade Organization (WTO)

The sole international body dealing with international trade regulations is the World Trade

Organization (WTO). The WTO agreements, which were negotiated, signed, and ratified by the majority of

the world's trading states, form its foundation. The objective is to facilitate commercial operations for

exporters, importers, and producers of goods and services. Many emerging and least-developed nations

(LDCs) continue to operate at the periphery of international trade, draw scant outside or domestic

investment, and have had very little success diversifying their exports of commodities and services.

Attempts are being undertaken to investigate ways to link businesses in LDCs and developing nations to

global value chains within the context of Aid for Trade (AFT). AFT is described by the World Trade

Organization (WTO) as initiatives and plans that have been prioritized for trade development in the national

development strategies of the recipient nation.The 2006-established AFT Task Force 1 emphasized the need
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for clear and widely accepted benchmarks for the global monitoring of AFT operations. AFT was divided into

the following categories: trade development, trade policy and regulations (including trade facilitation), trade

infrastructure, strengthening productive capacity, trade adjustments, and other trade-related needs. The

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) claims that developing nations that have engaged in

international trade, especially trade with other growing economies, advance quickly in eradicating poverty

and creating jobs (UNDP, 2013).

The United States

“As we all know, America’s resources and influence are not limitless. That’s why the United Nations

is so important to our national security. It allows us to share the costs and burdens of tackling global

problems, rather than leaving those problems to fester or the world to look to America alone.” (Susan Rice,

US Ambassador to the United Nations, cited in Kelemen, 2011) The United States has been a key factor in

almost every civil war in the MENA region, primarily due to their economic ambitions and thus place in

international trade. Since 2002, with the invasion of Iraq and other conflicts following, the US has made both

political and military interventions in the region. This has increased the dependence of the countries in

conflict on both aid coming from the US and the trade continuity that was granted majorly by the US again

Since 2001, the US has made numerous military interventions in the MENA region, notably invading

Afghanistan against the Taliban regime in 2001 and Iraq in 2007 against the civil war that outburst in 2006.

Since then, the US has sent military troops to Syria, Israel, Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Yemen, and many other

MENA countries though many of these interventions remained unsuccessful.The United States' longest war

with Afghanistan came to an end in 2021, and Kabul was swiftly taken over by the Taliban. Since then, the

United States' strategy toward Afghanistan has been centered on the evacuation of American residents and

allies still present there as well as the resolution of the nation's worsening humanitarian and economic

issues. The United States has only seldom engaged with the Taliban, and Washington has conditioned

mending relations on their adherence to counterterrorism agreements, respect for human rights, and

creation of an inclusive democratic system. The recent assassination of al-Qaida leader Ayman al-Zawahiri in

Kabul shows that the regime has not kept its promise to sever relations with international terrorist

organizations. There have been few signs that the Taliban are interested in pursuing the latter two concerns.

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)

The United Nations' agency United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) was

established in 1958 by the UN ECOSOC with the aim of increasing the economic growth in Africa and

supporting the development and prosperity in the region. UNECA has 54 states correlating to the member

states in the UN that lie on the continent of Africa or in oceans near the continent. The commission can be

divided into seven programs which are: African Center for Statistics, Macroeconomic Policy, Social
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Development Policy, Innovation and Technology, Regional Integration and Trade, and Capacity

Development. The UN wholeheartedly encourages the improvement made in the cooperation among African

states and the development of the socio-economic status of these countries. In late March 2021, UNDP

and AfCFTA announced a new partnership to support growth in Africa in alignment with the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) too. This partnership will increase the presence of UNDP in Africa and its

collaborative work with other UN organizations and entities there.

III. Focused Overview of the Issue

1. The importance of the Middle East for Trade in the World

The Middle East, Northern Africa, and the Arab peninsula, which are considered sacred for Muslims

and have 60% of the world's oil reserves, have been the focal point for all countries world-wide throughout

history. The region has an economic structure that still stands despite the fact that it has seen many wars,

battles of religion, and ethnic conflicts. Therefore, the continuity of the oil reserves, which keep the economy

alive, keeps the trade in the region alive, as well. However, the dependency on a single goods in the

economy causes problems as the economy of the country is much more vulnerable to domestic or

international conflicts than a diversified economy. Due to the weakness that the region has shown at the

point of production, the countries that have developed industrialization have moved their trade to this region,

and some countries have even established production facilities in this region - especially manufacturing

facilities that cooperated with countries like the United Arab Emirates or Qatar. This is a region in which the

industrialists have not had any trouble finding a market. In the market, there are products from many

countries. When comparing the export and import percentage of the region, there is a big gap between

them and it directs the exporters to this region. Therefore, for China,participating in this market is inevitable.

But, the fact that Chinese goods have found a place in the market has created a market indexed to prices,

since it  eliminates the concept of a quality product. Location-wise, with its availability to the Mediterranean

and to the goods from the Arab peninsula, the middle east is of high significance to international trade.

2. Syrian Civil War

A peaceful uprising against the president of Syria 10 years ago turned into a full-scale civil war. The

conflict has left half a million people dead, devastated cities, and drawn in other countries. The

government's key supporters have been Russia and Iran, while Turkey, Western powers, and several Gulf

Arab states have backed the opposition to varying degrees during the conflict. Especially Russia and the

US, who backed two opposing sides in the conflict, have been the countries with the most benefit from

these civil wars despite the decreasing trade rate in the area. It should be noted that most of the goods in
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the region in the civil war, and this can be extended to the MENA region as well, have been monitored by

these countries intervening. The economic impacts of these interventions, for that reason, can be said to be

rather harmful to the future of the economy of the country. In the past two years, the humanitarian crisis has

been compounded by an unprecedented economic downturn, triggered by strict US sanctions, the

Lebanese economic crisis, and the Covid-19 pandemic. The Syrian currency lost close to 80% of its value in

2021 and hyperinflation, which was close to 140% at the start of 2022, caused prices of basic goods to

skyrocket. The poverty rate has reached an unprecedented 90%.

Syria experienced the world's second-largest loss of total foreign trade from 2011 to 2015, with

exports decreasing by 88 percent and imports by 72 percent. Greater trade losses were experienced only

by Aruba, a highly import-dependent island that is economically oriented to tourism and hospitality and

financial and business services. The decrease in foreign trade has affected virtually all commodities. Among

them are oil, crops, which were not harvested due to the ongoing war, and other agricultural products.

There were some minor exceptions. Syrian exports of motor vehicles, fuel wood, and flat-rolled products of

alloy steel grew from 2011 to 2015, however, combined these goods constituted less than 0.05 percent of

the country's total exports in 2010. The hit to foreign trade was indiscriminate by trade partners as well.

Syrian exports to 40 of its trading partners decreased by almost 100 percent (99% or more). Humanitarian

aid, mostly coming from the UN bodies as well as the US and the EU, has partially offset some of Syria’s

loss in merchandise imports. Amounting roughly $4.5 billion in 2015, aid was almost equal to Syria's total

merchandise imports that same year. These numbers should be used and considered with due caution

given reporting lapses and losses that go hand-in-hand with a country in a civil war. Still, humanitarian aid

has been insufficient to elevate the economy and even answer the fundamental needs of those heavily

affected by the civil war.

3. Islamist Insurgency in Burkina Faso

In 2021, as attacks and atrocities by armed Islamist groups increased, unauthorized killings by state

security forces and pro-government militias during counterterrorism operations persisted, and the

humanitarian situation grew worse, the situation for human rights and security in Burkina Faso markedly

deteriorated. The conflicting problems were difficult for President Roch Marc Kaboré's administration to

handle in 2021 after he was re-elected in November 2020 for a second term. Demonstrations demanding an

end to the slaughter were sparked by the violence, which included the June massacre of over 135 civilians

in Solhan, the single deadliest attack in the nation since the start of armed conflict in 2016. After expressing

disapproval of the government's response to the escalating insecurity, a number of activists and members

of the political opposition were interrogated or arrested. Numerous citizens were kidnapped by armed

Islamist organizations throughout 2021 from villages, buses, and camps for displaced people. Village heads,
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medical professionals, traders, and displaced persons were among the victims. At least 27 peasants were

kidnapped from public transportation between the villages of Dablo and Barsalogho in June and July; many

of those kidnapped, including a priest, were eventually killed. As of the time of writing, their whereabouts

were unknown. Fighters for Islamist groups have also set fire to towns, markets, and commercial

establishments; kidnapped and raped numerous women; imposed their interpretation of Sharia (Islamic law)

through courts that disregarded international norms for fair trials; and restricted farmers' access to their

fields.

4. Ethiopia Tigray War

Ethiopia has had accelerated economic growth since the early 2000s, with yearly gross domestic

product (GDP) growth averaging over 10%, one of the highest rates in the world. While experts caution that

untreated youth unemployment could impede growth in the upcoming years, the state has guided a steady

move away from agriculture in favor of the industrial and service sectors, and the country has maintained

this excellent record. Since November 2020, fighting has been destabilizing the populous country in the

Horn of Africa, leaving thousands dead and 350,000 others suffering from starvation. Soldiers from Eritrea

are also engaged in combat in Tigray on behalf of the Ethiopian government. Atrocities have been alleged on

all sides. A number of things contributed to the crisis, including a struggle for power, an election, and a call

for political reform. Abiy Ahmed, the prime minister of Ethiopia, gave the order to launch a military offensive

against local troops in Tigray on November 4. He said that he took these actions in response to an attack on

a military installation holding government forces. The conflict between Mr. Abiy's administration and the

leaders of Tigray's largest political party had been simmering for months before it erupted. The party had

sway for over three decades before being marginalized by Mr. Abiy, who seized the presidency in 2018

following anti-government rallies. When Tigray refused Mr. Abiy's reform efforts, the political crisis turned into

a war. Ethiopia, the second-most populous nation in Africa, is essential to maintaining peace in the Horn of

Africa. Additionally, there is a worry that the battle may increase existing ethnic tensions and result in the

dissolution of the nation.

5. United Nations Peacekeeping Operations (PKO)

The prevention of civil war recurrence has taken on increased salience in both policymaking and

academic circles. As efforts to find effective solutions to civil wars progressed, United Nations (UN)

peacekeeping operations emerged as the most called-for tool in the prevention of conflict recurrence. The

most ‘attractive’ destinations for UN PKOs will be those states that, among other factors and upon the

cessation of major hostilities, engage in significant economic exchange with the P5. Extant trade ties offer

not just the promise, but also material evidence, of the ability to further enhance the volume of trade with the

P5. Furthermore, existing trade ties mobilize a natural domestic constituency within P5 countries interested
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in lobbying their governments on behalf of those states

specifically. In order to capitalize on and boost these

trade ties, the P5 states have an interest in helping

at-risk countries remain stable. Because UN PKOs are

among the most effective and cost-efficient tools in

preventing conflict recurrence, P5 countries have a

particularly strong incentive to send peacekeepers

specifically to the countries (and territories) where their

trade ties are the strongest when the hostilities cease.

Because P5 states exert decision-making power over

where peacekeepers will go in general, they also have

the opportunity to capitalize on this incentive. Under

the UN, the UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision

Organization) was set up in 1948 to resolve conflicts in

the Middle East and monitor ceasefires. With a special focus on the Middle East region, the UNTSO has

been in effect in Syria, Iraq, Israel, Afghanistan, and many other countries going through civil conflicts.

6. Yemeni Civil War

The Saudi-led coalition backing the country's official government has spent seven years fighting a

rebel group called the Houthis, using mainly air strikes They, in turn, have used drones and missiles to

attack both Saudi Arabia and its ally, the United Arab Emirates. Because of the war, Yemen is now facing

one of the worst humanitarian crises in the world. In 2021, the Houthis launched an attack on Marib, the

government's last stronghold in the north and the center of an oil-rich province. The UN has warned that

over 100,000 people have been displaced because of the fighting there and that two million civilians are at

risk. It has called for a ceasefire. In 2022, the air war between the Houthis and the Saudi coalition has

become more brutal. Yemen's official government is based in the southern port city of Aden, while President

Hadi himself is based in Saudi Arabia. Currently, Yemen’s international trade is almost fully disputed as the

country barely has any trade and for that reason a relatively large trade deficit. Because of this, the country

relies heavily on big trade countries, mainly China, in terms of trade and the exchange of goods and

services. The economy is in ruins, and critical infrastructure has been harmed as a result of the civil conflict.

However, even before the present conflict, most of the country has been plagued by chronic poverty,

underdevelopment, and limited access to necessities like power, water, and healthcare due to years of poor

management, corruption, and the depletion of oil and water resources. Yemenis rely on humanitarian aid to
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a greater than 70% extent. That situation has worsened as a result of the conflict, and when the conflict is

over, major foreign help will probably also be required.

7. African Continental Free Trade Area

For centuries, African countries have lacked necessary national production and transportation

systems. In many countries in Africa, year-long civil disputes, conflicts, coups, and wars have depleted the

international trade rate and let alone the security of local trade. Heavily affected by the civil wars, external

influences, and other conflicts in the region, the trade, and the business flow in Africa were not developed,

let alone secured. As multiple African countries declared their independence and put great efforts into

strengthening their national economy, cooperation among African states emerged with the hopes of growing

together to prosperity. Great adversity the states battled with was the lack of trade of goods and services.

With the formation of the African Union, African states have made great developments in expanding their

reach of transportation and production systems as well as the flow of personnel and staff in specific fields

such as health and education. As a product of a 2012 decision of the African Union, the African Continental

Free Trade (AfCFTA) was formed in 2018 that allowed African states to manage the free flow of goods,

personnel, and services with the hopes of increasing the trade of these goods on a continental level while

also supporting each government to reduce their reliance on assistance from external (European or from

other) sources. Free trade Areas are very common ways of nurturing the socio-economic status of a country

and its neighbors. They also promise diplomatic relations among the parties and are favored as a way to

declare alliance or cooperation; for example, The United States has 14 Free Trade Agreements with more

than 20 countries. The European Union too could be given as a great example that the African Union and of

course AfCFTA aspire to follow.

8. Aid for Trade (AFT) AFT dispersed to selected MENA region countries, 2022-2011

54% of AFT for developing nations in 2011

went toward funding improved economic

infrastructure for the MENA region as a whole

climbed significantly between 2002 and 2011, rising

from US$ 10,211 million in 2002 to US$ 39,039

million in 2011. This results in average yearly growth

of 28.2% for the time period. The industry sectors receiving the most aid were transportation and storage

(32%), energy (25%), industry, energy, and agriculture (14%), as well as banking and financial services (8

percent)in sectors including transportation, communications, and energy supply in the MENA region. The

MENA region's share of global trade stagnated in the 1990s, but things started to change for the better in

2004. In 2000, the MENA region was responsible for 4% of global imports and 3% of global exports; by
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2012, those percentages had climbed to 4.6% and 7.7%, respectively. However, it should be highlighted

that the notable gains in MENA export performance after 2010 were caused by strong increases in oil

prices. This can be significantly linked to the increased civil tension and wars in especially Syria, Iraq, Yemen,

and Afghanistan. Trade openness, as determined by the trade-to-GDP ratio, is another significant indicator

of the possible influence of AFT on the region. In the late 1990s, the trade openness of the MENA states

was around 63%, but by 2012 it had increased to about 100%. World trade openness increased in the

1990s and persisted throughout the rest of the time period, albeit slowly.

IV. Key Vocabulary

Deterrence: In international security, a policy of deterrence generally refers to threats of military retaliation

directed by the leaders of one state to the leaders of another in an attempt to prevent the other state from

resorting to the use of military force in pursuit of its foreign policy goals.

Insurance: In international trade, insurance enables businesses to reduce risk by protecting them from

bankruptcy and instability. These reasons may take place in foreign trade. There are several types of

insurance that can protect companies from specific issues.

Civil War: A civil war can be defined as a war between organized groups within the same country or state. A

war between two countries created from a formerly-united state can also be termed a civil war. In simple,

the term civil war is used to refer to a war between the citizens of the same country.

Trade deficit: A trade deficit occurs when a country imports more than it exports. Also known as a negative

balance of trade, a country with a trade deficit has spent more money than it has made in international trade

with the rest of the world.

Exchange rate: Exchange rate, is the price of a country's money in relation to another country's money. An

exchange rate is “fixed” when countries use gold or another agreed-upon standard, and each currency is

worth a specific measure of the metal or other standard.

Coup d'etat: Coup d'état, also called a coup, is the sudden, violent overthrow of an existing government by

a small group. The chief prerequisite for a coup is control of all or part of the armed forces, the police, and

other military elements.
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V. Important Events & Chronology

Date (Day/Month/Year) Event

February 2006
Iraq plunges into civil war as the Iraqi government fights with

American-supported groups like Al-Qaeda.

July 2007

The UN launches the African Union-United Nations Hybrid

Operation in Darfur (UNAMID) in Sudan following a UNSC

resolution and collaboration between the UN and the African

Union.

October 2007
The US enters Iraq with military troops following the ongoing

civil war.

May 2008
The Lebanon conflict takes place between Hezbollah and

the pro-government Sunnis.

March 2011
The Syrian Civil War begins amidst Arab Spring protests as

the Bashar Al-Assad government fights domestic groups.

September 2014 First US intervention, year-long, in Syria takes place.

September 2014

Yemen goes into civil war following the overlapping claims to

constitute the government as the conflict between the

Rashad Al-Alimi government and Houthi Armed Movement

grows.

October 2017

Following the Kurdistan Region independence referendum of

25 September, the tensions between the Iraqi government and

Kurdistan Region escalated resulting in a battle.

May 2019
The Persian Gulf Crisis takes place (ongoing) as military

conflicts arise between Iran and the US.

June 2020
New economic crisis and stalemate conflict in effect in Syria

after 9 years of civil unrest.

VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties

- US-Middle East Free Trade Area (MEFTA) Agreement
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https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/other-initiatives/middle-east-free-trade-area-initiative-mefta/mefta-

documents

A single free trade agreement (FTA) between the United States and all nations between Western

Sahara and Iran was the goal of the ambitious US-Middle East Free Trade Area (MEFTA) effort. George W.

Bush introduced it in 2003. The objective is to create the FTA piece by piece from the ground up, similar to

the previous US-ASEAN FTA strategy. Theoretically, this entails moving each nation up a scale of

prerequisites, starting with WTO membership and moving on to a Trade and Investment Framework

Agreement that leads to a bilateral investment treaty and/or an FTA. Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel

(and through Israel, the Palestinian Authority), Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Qatar,

Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, and Yemen are among the nations aiming to join MEFTA. Bush's MEFTA

initiative was unmistakably motivated by US geopolitical and "security" objectives rather than merely

economic ones. The EU's ambitions for free trade agreements (FTAs) with Gulf and Mediterranean states

(EMFTA) are directly at odds with the MEFTA proposal. Although the US first set the MEFTA deadline for

2013 the Obama Administration does not appear to have carried out the plan as the previous administration

had intended.

- S/RES/2642 (12 July 2022)

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7

D/s_res_2642.pdf

This resolution is the latest resolution adopted by the UNSC regarding Syria. The delegates can,

through the link provided in the “Useful Links” section, view the resolutions of the UNSC that have been

passed over the course of the last 20 years regarding the civil unrest in Syria. This resolution reauthorized

the Syrian cross-border humanitarian aid mechanism for a period of six months, from 10 January 2023, to

10 July 2023, and called for a second resolution to extend the mandate for a further six months, from 10

January 2023 to 10 July 2023.

- S/RES/2626 (17 March 2022)

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/291/52/pdf/N2229152.pdf?OpenElement

By the terms of resolution 2626 (2022), which will be published as document S/RES/2626(2022),

the Council decided to extend the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan's (UNAMA) mandate

until 17 March 2023. The resolution was approved by a vote of 14 in favor to 0 against and 1 abstention
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(Russian Federation). It was also determined that the Mission's primary objectives would be to coordinate

the delivery of humanitarian aid and basic human needs, to reach out to Afghan stakeholders and act as a

bridge for communication with the international community, to advance good governance, and to uphold

the rule of law.

VII. Failed Solution Attempts

The United Nations through both its General Assembly and Security Council resolutions, has tried to

tackle the issue for the past 15 years. Especially the unsuccessful attempts and the mandates of the

Security Council have shown little effect in bringing peace to the civil wars - specifically those in the Middle

East. Only concerning Syria, the UNSC has passed 21 resolutions, and still, the war goes on. The primary

reason why the attempts of the UN have been sufficient can be explained by analyzing a few factors. Firstly,

there is division among the P5 members, who also happen to be the ones with the power of veto. The

manipulation of veto power has been a subject of discussion in UNSC following the conflicting interests of

specifically the US and Russia. The implementation of these resolutions was rather unsuccessful due to the

ongoing tension between these P5 members who made it impossible to have continuing demilitarization in

the MENA region.

Mega trade countries like China have been continuing efforts to increase production and trade

capacities in North Africa for some time. The newly built ports, trade agreements, low taxes and tariffs, and

infrastructural renovations regarding the transportation of goods have been among the projects initiated by

the Chinese government regarding potential trade interests in the region. However, these projects have not

been sufficient when it comes to making up for the loss of trade of goods and services due to civil war.

Primarily, this was because the Chinese government, following their governmental policy, has been very

closely monitoring these projects, and only having the trade allocations for themselves, does not support the

global trade mandate of UN and WTO who hope for a greater trade flow around both Africa and the world.

This closed system has only improved the facilities in certain African countries - however, China has

specifically been refraining from interfering in civil disputes and rather implementing its projects in rather

more subtle regions.

The AFT by WTO was an immense program that elevated the trade capacities and opportunities in

the MENA region immensely. However, these aids, just like other humanitarian aids in terms of civil crisis,

were not sufficiently successful. This was mainly because these types of aid were not providing any

long-term solutions. Rather giving aids that were simply feeding a chain of reliance on continuous aid.
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VIII. Possible Solutions

Firstly, the delegates should consider all the factors that affect both national and international trade

flow. This is not only extended to international relations and diplomacy but the production capacity,

geographical availability, logistics and transportation, safety and security of trade routes, and of course,

availability of goods and services. These can be improved by infrastructural developments, manufacturing

projects, and other solutions brought by the delegates. While considering trade and its necessities, the

delegates should bear in mind that the primary concern of each country is always to provide for its citizens.

Many countries in the MENA region, especially those in civil war and conflict, require humanitarian aid and

assistance in providing for the fundamental needs of their people. Thus, it would be impossible to trade the

extra goods and services that are not even sufficient for the population at hand. Therefore, delegates should

strive to resolve humanitarian crises in times of civil war to provide opportunities for goods and services to

be integrated into the trade flow.

Security of transportation, a vital component of international trade, can be achieved by the

implementation of Free Trade Areas, an extension of buffer zones, providing peacekeeping troops if

necessary, or negotiating multilateral or bilateral agreements between parties of the conflict regarding the

security of these regions.

The role of NGOs is of course the key; however, it should be noted that NGOs have never been

sufficient enough at resolving civil wars. delegates should be aware of the fact that through their resolution

they may never be able to resolve years-long civil wars, and they are not expected. To achieve trade in these

regions, however, can be achieved through various manufacturing projects, multilateral agreements, and of

course, financial aid. While approaching financial aid, delegates should be reminded that they are not

welcome to use specific amounts of money in their resolutions, and loans or aid of money would not be long

term solutions either.

IX. Useful Links

- https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un_documents_type/security-council-resolutions/?ctype=Syri
a&cbtype=syria

UN Documents for Syria: Security Council Resolutions

- https://press.un.org/en/2019/ga12220.doc.htm

General Assembly Adopts 5 Resolutions on Middle East, including Text Urging States Not to
Recognize Changes on Status of Jerusalem, Pre-1967 Borders
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- https://www.trade.gov/wto-agreements

World Trade Organization Agreements
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