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I. Introduction
The six states that make up the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) of the Gulf have recently started to
garner interest: after decades of being stereotyped as out-of-date exceptions in the midst of a worldwide
wave of modernization and democratization, they have been the center of attention for never-ending civil
movements and uprisings happening in the region.
At first glance, it may appear that there are no significant civil society organizations in the six
monarchies that make up the Gulf Cooperation Council, but closer examination reveals a complex layer of
institutions that coexist with the governments and, in some cases, have been incorporated into them. In
reality, many of those who were active against the British presence in the Gulf prior to independence
became government officials and are still present in political circles because of the relative youth of these
governments.
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Historically, Kuwait and Bahrain are the two Gulf monarchies with the oldest histories of civil society
activities. According to Dr. Munira A. Fakhro, these two monarchies’ civil society movements began in 1919
and 1921, respectively. That does not negate the fact that certain monarchies, such as Saudi Arabia's Hejaz
and some areas of the UAE, had a vibrant civil society movement in some areas earlier than others,
depending on educational levels.
Today, the growth of Islamic groups in the Gulf region has significantly impacted the efforts of civil
society organizations. The majority of Gulf countries are wary of civil society movements and fear that they
could be connected to outside forces, or have Islamic tendencies. It is common to hear about nameless
people being arrested in several GCC nations and afterwards being released by the king. For instance, 31
university professors and Islamic scholars were detained in Oman in 2005 and later found guilty of
"establishing an unlawful organization, generating finances, and recruiting members," thereby launching a
civil society movement. They were given sentences of up to 20 years in prison. However, accusations that
they intended to overthrow the government seemed less and less probable after they were pardoned the
following month.
Since many of the leaders of civil society organizations in the Gulf are chosen by their respective
governments, these organizations cannot be categorized as grassroots movements. The Gulf monarchies'
civil societies have a long way to go before they are completely formed. A meaningful civil society movement
won't exist unless there is a fully free press. On the other hand, independent civic activity must first gain
societal acceptance in the Gulf before receiving formal government recognition. One thing is certain: Gulf
leaders must choose between embracing a gradual and controlled reform process or risking being surprised
by the unexpected success of a civil society movement.

II. Involved Countries and Organizations
Saudi Arabia
In Saudi Arabia, a new opposition movement with Islamic roots emerged in the late 2000s. Members
of this group stated that Islam should be the foundation for their demands for islamically inspired political
change and the safeguarding of civil rights. Such political resistance to Islamic influences was not new in the
monarchy. The country had recently witnessed two waves of political action inspired by Islam.
In both instances, sizable coalitions of Islamic academics and 'Islamist' activists had started to
criticize the Saudi government's actions and had created petitions asking for political changes to bring the
country into compliance with what they perceived to be the political precepts of Islam. The Saudi Civil and
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Political Rights Association was established in 2009 by a group of fourteen intellectuals, professors, and
activists, giving the Islamically inspired opposition movement fresh life.

Kuwait
Before Kuwait gained its independence in 1961, the country's society saw a variety of civil activities,
including Islamic endowments, civic education, cultural events, the creation of diwanias (or "men's social
meeting places"), cooperatives, political action groups, Islamic political groups, and labor unions. Despite
the rise of recognized civil society groups in recent years, these organizations are unable to play a significant
role in society on their own. In Kuwait, there are around 70 official non-governmental organizations, including
trade unions, professional organizations, and scientific organizations. On the other hand, there are a lot of
unregistered political parties, clubs, and organizations. Nevertheless, the government keeps refusing these
groups' requests for licenses. Notably, the legislation prohibits foreigners from founding non-governmental
organizations, and only Kuwaiti citizens are permitted to form civil society organizations.

Bahrain
In Bahrain, civil society movements are not as active as in other monarchies in the Gulf region.
Independent Bahraini civil society groups (CSOs) have been forbidden from receiving money from outside
sources since the pro-democracy Pearl Uprising in 2011. If the government is notified that a CSO has
received funds from outside, it gets shut down, and its personnel face harassment and/or detention. The
Ministry of Social Affairs must give its clearance before CSOs may receive or use funds coming from
Bahraini sources due to strict reporting requirements. Bahrain also requires CSOs to register with the
Ministry. Civil society groups claim that it is unreasonably difficult to comply with registration procedures and
that the majority of registration requests are denied or disregarded. Civil society advocates contend that the
government views CSOs that voice displeasure with the government's record on human rights as
adversaries of the state. CSOs are commonly charged with fostering sectarian strife, supporting terrorism,
and collaborating with either the West or Iran. The government then restricts the ability of CSOs to register
and accept financing by using ambiguously worded anti-terrorism legislation, such as the Anti-Money
Laundering & Combating the Financing of Terrorism Act.
The government frequently interferes in civil society's activities. For instance, all general assemblies
held by CSOs must have government representation in attendance. These representatives frequently inform
the government that CSO gatherings do not adhere to the norms established by the Ministry of Social Affairs
and request the closure of infringing CSOs.
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Bahrain's civil society has had a very tough time responding. Independent civil society is actually
under existential threat as a result of the current constraints. Since 2011, the room for civil and political
society is shrinking; as of 2016, that space has all but disappeared. Nearly every independent civil society
activist or organization in Bahrain has experienced some sort of attack, from court harassment to outright
forced dissolution. Attacks have been made against labor unions, trade associations, religious institutions,
political organizations, and human rights organizations. Many organizations and activists are simply unable
to maintain the same level of productivity because they are preoccupied with court cases or avoiding
retaliation. Others have fled the nation in search of asylum with the intention of carrying on their work
elsewhere.
The subsequent potential of greater violence as a result of such a total closing of peaceful channels
for mobilization and dissent is equally frightening. Fortunately, as reported by the US State Department,
there was a drop in terrorist attacks in Bahrain last year; nonetheless, there is ongoing fear that the
government's strategy of wrongly associating all nonviolent movement with terrorism could lead to further
violence and instability.

Qatar
Qatar has come under heavy fire for the way in which it treats migrant workers, women, and
anybody who tries to speak out against the government. Despite these violations, there hasn't been much
of an opposing response from Qatari civic society. Some segments of Qatari society may have a rather
well-developed civil society, but the nation lacks a pronounced opposing civil society and experiences a
shortage of human rights activity. Organizations in Qatar's civil society mostly stand for "traditional,
non-democratic modes of civic engagement." While there are numerous civil society organizations in Qatar
that support the country's most vulnerable citizens and offer cultural venues for the many different
nationalities that make up its population, there is very little room for these organizations to criticize the
actions of the unelected government.
These elements all work together to deprive Qatar of an opposing civil society. Both Qataris and
foreigners alike should continue to engage in constructive discussion of government policies. While Qataris
may be economically secure and have few reasons to criticize the government, this is not the situation for
the vast majority of foreigners living there. There are significant, continuous worries about the safety of
migrant workers performing domestic labor and working on construction sites, but there is no visible,
audible way for these weak members of society to speak up for their human rights.

United Arab Emirates
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There are said to be 132 NGOs operating in the United Arab Emirates, carrying out a range of
professional, educational, and cultural endeavors. Various NGOs and organizations are also involved in
economic, social, humanitarian, and cultural issues. In addition to asking the agencies in charge of
environmental affairs to pass laws required for the preservation and guardianship of the environment,
environmental groups work to protect the environment, promote environmental awareness, and ensure
individual safety against environmental threats. However, especially in terms of political issues, there is a lack
of CSOs in the nation due to the strict laws regarding civil movements and regular control of any unusual
activity. Similar to Qatar, local CSOs have very limited access to the outside world and thus have minimal
knowledge of how internationally established non-governmental organizations (NGOs) operate. Social
activists rightfully continue to criticize and blame the government for the lack of civic activity in the region.

III. Focused Overview of the Issue
1. Arab Spring
The Gulf is most famously known for the Arab Spring that took place between 2010 and 2013, a
wave of pro-democracy demonstrations and upheavals that began in the Middle East and North Africa that
put some of the region's long-standing authoritarian governments to the test. The wave started when
protesters quickly overthrew the governments of Tunisia and Egypt, sparking similar initiatives in other Arab
monarchies. However, not all monarchies saw success with the protest movement, and those who took to
the streets to voice their political and economic issues sometimes encountered brutal crackdowns by the
security forces of their nations.
As several of the Middle Eastern and North African nations in the area had at least moderate
pro-democracy rallies, the ramifications of the Arab Spring movement were felt widely throughout the Middle
East and North Africa. In an attempt to stop the growth of protest movements in their nations, the leaders of
Algeria, Jordan, Morocco, and Oman made a variety of concessions, from the removal of unpopular
individuals to constitutional amendments.
The Gulf, on the other hand, was mostly unaffected by this process, and the Arab Spring hardly had
an impact on the rulers of the Arab world. That does not imply that the protests of the Arab Spring did not
also occur in the Gulf or the wider MENA area. It was. However, they were either essentially nonexistent or
forcibly suppressed, as in Bahrain and Oman. In Oman, a modest protest by a few people calling for
socioeconomic advancements started in January 2011 and spread to Muscat, the nation's capital. By
February, these demonstrations had made it to Sohar, the country's commercial center. But these protests
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quickly extended to other regions of the country, where they were violently put down and killed a few
protesters.
Although the Omani case was significant, Bahrain was the site of the Gulf's most notable waves of
protests during the Arab Spring. Additionally, the pro-Arab Spring side fell short of upholding their principles
in this regard. The vast majority of the nations in the area that had supported the Arab Spring were either
taking part in this atrocity or remaining silent in March 2011, as Saudi Arabian-led troops brutally put down
the civil uprising in Bahrain. Turkey remained silent about the operation carried out against this branch of the
Arab Spring while Qatar provided support to the Saudi-led military force in Bahrain.
The fight to eradicate corruption and raise the standard of living for residents did not end with the
Arab Spring, despite the fact that the protest movements of 2011 were distinctive in their interrelated fight
for democracy throughout the region. Protests persisted for years after that, despite the fact that each of
these protest movements was independent of the others, due to the size and closeness of their demands,
many analysts have referred to this wave of protests as a second Arab Spring.
2. Second Arab Spring
The Arab Spring 2.0, or Second Arab Spring, which took place between 2018 and 2022, was a
wave of anti-government demonstrations that spread to Tunisia, Morocco, Jordan, Sudan, Algeria, Egypt,
Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Oman, and Syria. Iraq's Prime Minister was dismissed following the bloodiest public
unrest since Saddam Hussein's overthrow.
In a piece published in The Nation in October 2019, Syrian editors Tesbih Habbal and Muzna
Hasnawi argued that the 2018–2019 wave of sustained street protests in the Arab world, which began with
Sudan in December 2018, Algeria in February 2019, Egypt and Iraq in September and October 2019, Syria
and Lebanon in October 2019, was a continuation of the process that began with the 2010–2011 Arab
Spring. "Syria—Egypt—Iraq: You've awakened the spirit of the Arab people, from the [Atlantic] Ocean to the
[Persian] Gulf," protesters in Syria in October carried placards that said. The approach, according to Habbal
and Hansawi, "profoundly transformed the political awareness of the area," overcame people's
apprehensions about participating in politics, and "established a key precedent for contesting the
continuance of authoritarianism." The Syrian protests in October, according to Habbal and Hansawi,
"[showed] that even merciless persecution and oppression cannot stop the resistance."
During the 2010–2011 Arab Spring, the phrase "The people demand the overthrow of the regime!"
was used. Instead of being in opposition to a specific policy, the protests have frequently been described as
being "anti-systemic" against the entire political establishment. Youth unemployment, in particular, is what is
driving this. The dependency on foreign aid for basic necessities, corruption, and a reliance on
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hydrocarbons (fossil fuels) have all contributed to unhappiness with the frequently cronyistic Middle East
structure, in addition to frustration with many Arab government policies.
In spite of these events, the Arab rulers, especially the Gulf dynasties, managed to control the waves
of change in the Arab world. While Arab republics experienced full-fledged civil wars or the overthrow of
long-standing governments as a result of their protests, monarchies in the region either weathered the storm
by making cosmetic changes to their constitutions and expanding political space, as was the case in
Morocco, Jordan, and Kuwait, or by dispersing the wealth of the state among the populace, as was the
case in the Gulf.
First, in response to societal pressure and to quell public unrest, Gulf monarchs substantially raised
current spending. Following each other, the administrations of the Gulf states gave their societies packages
of rewards or bribes. Their cultures became more politically inactive the more economically reliant, indolent,
and unproductive they could make them.
Gulf states exploited their economic advantages to effectively seize control over the political course
of their countries or to leave their societies politically weak. One of these states' most well-known customs
was already this. Basically, that was their area of expertise. Now, a monarch's legitimacy was essentially
determined by how much economic rent they could distribute or by the welfare state policies they had
implemented. Their cultures became more politically passive the more economically reliant, indolent, and
unproductive they could make them.
Second, all social and political groups were subjected to draconian measures against the
opposition. Arab monarchies had systems that combined elements of a welfare state with a police state,
albeit they were less effective than Arab republics in this regard. This framework was utilized to its fullest
extent during the Arab upheavals. While simultaneously offering their citizens rich social welfare benefits and
services, these Gulf monarchies used all the oppressive and coercive practices of Arab police states like
Syria. Most Arab police-state republics lacked the resources necessary to enact such welfare measures.
These monarchs paradoxically managed to exercise some institutional flexibility and a little amount of
socio-political permissiveness while making full use of the strategies employed by the Arab police states. For
instance, Saudi Arabia has stepped up its efforts to prevent public gatherings and meetings while ruthlessly
suppressing protests taking place in its predominantly Shia-populated eastern provinces.
Thirdly, the concerned monarchs, particularly those in Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates,
saw this wave of change as an existential threat and made attempts to coordinate a counter-revolution and
anti-Islamist wave on a regional level. The coup in Egypt was this wave of counterrevolution's pinnacle
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triumph. From the beginning to the end, the Egyptian coup d'état was "manufactured in the Gulf," and the
Libyan counter-revolution and anti-Islamist wave followed a similar pattern.
In some ways, this approach has so far been successful. As a result, some have argued that
monarchies are unusual in the face of Middle Eastern upheavals. Most people assume that these regimes
will remain stable. It is evident that when it came to surviving the storm of waves of change in the Arab
world, monarchical regimes had some advantages over their republican counterparts. One possible
explanation for this is that Arab republics and monarchies have various structures of political legitimacy.
Pan-Arabism, socialism, and national independence served as the ideological foundation for Arab republics
as they used democratic mechanisms like constitutions and elections to project an air of legitimacy.
3. The Effect of Arab Springs on Gulf Monarchies
The turbulent months of the Arab Spring upended the political underpinnings of nations throughout
the region and showed that change was necessary, even in the ostensibly stable Gulf area. To protect the
legitimacy of the Gulf sheikhdoms, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) even sent a military deployment to
Bahrain. The events of 2011 were successful in eradicating preexisting mindsets and bringing forth new
political dynamics. Before 2011, there was widespread dread and powerlessness; the new Arab citizen is
more upbeat and powerful. Rising political pluralism will come along with this public empowerment.
Following the attempt to overthrow the ruler of Bahrain, Gulf nations responded fiercely to the surge of
popular uprisings among their own populations. States in the GCC are simultaneously impacted by and
have an impact on the Arab Spring's transformations.
The Arab Spring had varying effects on the Gulf states. In contrast to Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Bahrain and Oman suffered unfavorable effects. Saudi Arabia was in the center,
experiencing both successes and losses. Bahrain’s administration had begun pondering the alternative of a
constitutional monarchy, but the protests seeking a regime change triggered Saudi military action. By
stopping the Arab Spring from spreading into the Gulf region, restraining Iranian influence, and putting an
end to Washington's push for Bahrain to become a constitutional monarchy, Saudi Arabia accomplished a
triangular political win in Bahrain. Moreover, Qatar is a media and diplomatic powerhouse that was
instrumental in the Arab Spring through the pan-Arab news network Al-Jazeera and the emir's diplomacy.
Additionally, the Arab Spring gave the UAE, and particularly Dubai, an economic boost.
Overall, the Arab Spring was advantageous for the GCC as a whole. By deploying troops into
Bahrain, the GCC countries demonstrated to the outside world that they can and would work together
without consulting Washington anytime they want to defend their security. In nations like Yemen, the Gulf
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was also quite engaged in diplomacy. The Gulf States discovered that internal threats are the main danger
facing Arab nations. The idea that internal security was guaranteed by exterior security was incorrect.1
4. Youth Activism in the Gulf
Before the 2011 political upheaval, new kinds of youth activism began to emerge throughout the
Gulf. Nearly everyone has access to the Internet and social media sites like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
and WhatsApp because of the Gulf's highly developed communications infrastructure, which is far more
advanced than that of the rest of the Middle East.
Youth in the Gulf have discovered a public forum for news and idea sharing through social media.
The Dignity of the Nation marches in Kuwait in October-November 2012 and the Egyptian-inspired Pearl
revolt protests in Bahrain in
February-March 2011 were both sparked
by anonymous Facebook and Twitter
calls and were the largest political rallies
in Gulf history.
The new youth culture favors
networks over hierarchies, self-direction
over control, and openness over
concealment. This puts youth in conflict
not just with the state but also with
crucial state power brokers like tribes
and Islamist movements. Young people's
discontent with the political
establishment is creating a space for
new, more autonomous leaders who may
utilize social media to win over followers.
In order to neutralize the political danger
posed by young activism, Gulf
governments have spent the last
eighteen months formalizing new

Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, Paul Salem. “The Arab Spring: A View from the Gulf.” Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace, https://carnegieendowment.org/2011/07/28/arab-spring-view-from-gulf-event-3343.
1
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restrictions on assembly and political speech.
They continue to benefit from the incapacity of national political coalitions to support young
aspirations as well as from the political unrest and economic hardships in the Arab Awakening's transitional
governments, which drastically diminished Gulf society's willingness for change. As a result, the influence of
young campaigners is waning. However, there are still unresolved issues with social transformation and
political adaption. Young people may yet play a significant role in pushing for the reform these monarchs
currently resist as an elderly Gulf leadership deals with growing financial difficulties as well as its own
tumultuous generational shift.

IV. Key Vocabulary
Middle East and North Africa (MENA): The MENA area is a significant source of resources for the world
economy because of its substantial deposits of natural gas and oil. The nations which are often listed as
MENA countries are as follows: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya,
Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Palestine, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.
Gulf Cooperation Council: Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), a union of six Middle Eastern nations including
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain, and Oman, is a political and economic
partnership. The GCC was founded in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in May 1981. The GCC's goal is to bring its
members together based on their shared goals and comparable political and cultural identities, which are
derived from Arab and Islamic traditions. Each year, the council's presidency is rotated.
The GCC maintains a defense planning committee that organizes military cooperation among its members.
The Supreme Council, which is made up of the heads of state from the GCC, is the highest decision-making
body in the GCC. The Ministerial Council, which is composed of foreign ministers or other government
representatives, convenes every three months to put the Supreme Council's decisions into practice and to
suggest new policies.
Coup d’état: The unexpected, violent takeover of an existing government by a small group is known as a
coup d'état, sometimes known as a coup. In the 19th and 20th centuries, several countries in Latin
America, as well as after those continents' governments attained independence in the 1960s, saw frequent
coups.
International Syria Support Group: The Syrian Support Group (SSG), a non-governmental group with
headquarters in Washington, D.C., was established in December 2011 in reaction to the Syrian
government's activities in the Syrian civil war. The organization stopped operating in August 2014. Only the
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Syrian Support Group was authorized by the American administration to give direct assistance to the Free
Syrian Army (FSA). The Syrian Support Group gave non-lethal assistance to FSA forces that it determined
did not have ties to extremist organizations like the Al-Nusra Front.

V. Important Events & Chronology
Date (Day/Month/Year)

Event
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali of Tunisia is overthrown; Ben Ali flees

18 December 2010 - 14

into exile in Saudi Arabia. Prime Minister Ghannouchi

January 2011

resigns, the political police and the former ruling party of
Tunisia (RCD) dissolves. Political prisoners are released.
In February 2011, King Abdullah II of Jordan dismisses Prime

14 January 2011 - 4 October
2012

Minister Rifai and his cabinet. In October 2012, Abdullah
dissolves the parliament for new early elections, and
appoints Abdullah Ensour as the new Prime Minister.

27 January 2011 - 8 April
2011

Economic concessions by Sultan Qaboos bin Said al Said of
Oman are in motion. Ministers are dismissed. Oman’s
elected legislature is granted lawmaking powers.
King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia announces women's approval

21 January 2011 - 24

to vote and be elected in the 2015 municipal elections and

December 2012

to be nominated to the Shura Council. Saudi Arabia commits
to the expansion of women’s rights.
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, who is later convicted of corruption
and ordered to stand trial for ordering the killing of

25 January 2011 - 2014

protesters, is overthrown. The Constitution is suspended,
Parliament is dissolved. A democratic election is held to
replace Mubarak as president, electing Mohamed Morsi.

26 January 2011 - August
2011
27 January 2011 - 2015
(Yemeni Crisis and Civil War is
still ongoing)

Syrian political prisoners are released, and the government
resigned. Emergency law ended. The Free Syrian Army is
formed and a full-scale civil war commences.
Ali Abdullah Saleh of Yemen is overthrown. Several areas of
Yemeni territory are occupied by al-Qaeda and Houthi
rebels. A presidential election is held to replace Saleh.
Yemeni Crisis Begins, followed by a civil war.
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14 February 2011 - 18 March
2011

King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa of Bahrain implements
economic concessions. Political prisoners are released. GCC

19 February 2011 -

intervenes at the request of the Government of Bahrain.
Prime Minister Nasser Al-Sabah of Kuwait resigns, the

December 2012

Parliament dissolves.

VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties
-

Security Council Resolution 2254
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7
D/s_res_2254.pdf
This resolution does not address the Arab Spring as a whole, but sheds light on the recent

developments regarding the Syrian Arab Republic. The resolution commends the commitment of the
Invasive Species Specialist Group (ISSG), encourages the participation of women to the UN-affiliated
projects and endorses the Geneva Communiqué.
-

The promises of spring : citizenship and civic engagement in democratic transitions
(E/ESCWA/SDD/2013/3)
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/805077?ln=en
This document prepared by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

(UN ESCWA) presents various aspects of the Arab Spring, including the changes in policies, labor markets
and educational access. It also talks about the responses of other regions that weren’t directly affected by
the protests, such as some of the GCC countries. The document also entails details about political islam,
constitutions, transitional justice and human rights in the MENA region.
-

The promotion and protection of human rights in the context of peaceful protests : resolution /
adopted by the Human Rights Council (A/HRC/RES/25/38)
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/769189?ln=en
This resolution reaffirms the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and demands a strict control of

any human rights violation in the areas that frequently experience protests. It also suggests supplying
protective equipment and non-lethal weapons during protests, which is an interesting proposition that subtly
affirms the right to protest. Finally, it requests the Special Rapporteur on the rights to “freedom of peaceful
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assembly”, which is another indication of the UN's perspective on politically motivated protests. The
resolution as a whole is very beneficial in terms of understanding the UN's and the Member States’ stance
on “peaceful” protests.

VII. Failed Solution Attempts
It’s hard to determine whether a civil movement ended successfully or not. Some argue that even
the slightest social change indicates that a protest had been successful, meanwhile others only accept a
radical change of ideology or policy as a success story. Regardless of the result, the Arab Springs and
various other small-scale protests were a challenge for the respective governments to overcome, and to
reestablish their authority. On the other hand, with the help of today’s digital era, the protestors that once
took part in the 2011-2013 protests are now continuing their battle through the Internet. From their
perspective, the war for freedom and for change is still continuing and still haven’t been lost. From the
governments’ perspective, the Arab Spring was a failure.
Optimism might be difficult to find ten years after the great public revolt known as the Arab Spring.
Even though thousands of people, mostly young people, participated in demonstrations against the
dictatorial leaders of Middle Eastern nations, not much appears to have changed. Tunisians overthrew a
tyrant and installed a representative democracy, but the young nation is having trouble. Others, like Saudi
Arabia, seem to have been completely unaffected, while others, like Egypt, just replaced one authoritarian
leader (Hosni Mubarak) with another (Abdel Fattah el-Sisi).
Alaoui2 compares the early Arab Spring to "one big Woodstock." “Joyful anarchy empowered by
internet connectivity”. The system was upset by the initial energy surge, but there was no structure or
thought for the future. Islamists arose in the power vacuum, and the remaining autocrats crushed them, as
was the case in Egypt, when the military suppressed the Muslim Brotherhood. Since then, "Everybody's
doubled down," he claims.
That doesn't imply that things are back to as they were. According to Tarek Masoud, Kennedy
School Professor of Public Policy and Sultan Qaboos bin Said of Oman Professor of International Relations,
"people might think that the region is stagnant, that we've simply gone back to the bad old days of Hosni
Mubarak or other Arab autocrats who were exemplars of ossification and stagnation, but that masks a lot of
change in the region currently happening."

2

Ten years later: Was the Arab Spring a failure?
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In short, it could be said that both parties have come up with failed solutions that resulted in very
different endings, differing from countries. Governments like Egypt’s would likely state that their heavy
regulations and limits on freedom of speech have been successful, in terms of experiencing no change in
political ideologies. Meanwhile, Tunisia has come a long way by overthrowing their previous government and
constructing a democratic environment. Even though the young nation still has doubts for the future of their
country, from the protesters’ eyes, this change might be the biggest victory in the MENA region. In essence,
neither the Gulf monarchies nor the MENA region could be put in the same box when it comes to being
successful at maintaining governmental structures. Therefore, it all depends on one’s perspective. Some of
the countries have achieved great success during the Arab Spring era, meanwhile the others were silenced
by the government’s effective moves.

VIII. Possible Solutions
As mentioned before, there are two parts to this story. For the delegates representing the Gulf
monarchies in which the governments were persistent on having these protests under control, constructing
additional laws for the right of protest in order to further strengthen government control. These types of
governments are also keen on partly silencing outside media, suggesting that they’re influenced by rival
nations' agendas. Therefore, proposing new international laws regarding the right of protest, in a way that it
would limit the protesters’ rights without breaching the Universal Declaration of Human Rights would be an
applicable solution. Delegates may explain how these types of protests are a threat to national sovereignty,
and thus should be limited to an extent if they wish to submit such a clause. In order to add substance to
their argument, they can establish new and developed definitions of terrorism, hence labeling some of the
protests as terrorist activities if they wish to do so.
For the rest of the delegates who are representing Member States who have a relatively more
peaceful stance towards all kinds of protests, I suggest using the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the Geneva Convention. Even though it’s a convention that was established for times at war, it may
serve as a useful document considering that many protests have evolved into full fledged civil wars.
Furthermore, the lack of CSOs in the MENA region could be pointed out and various UN organs such as UN
Women, UN Democracy Fund, UN Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR), Human Rights Watch could be called for additional aid for establishing new NGOs and CSOs.
Funding and professional help can also be requested from the UN in an effort to develop the local CSOs that
are already complying to the respective countries’ laws. Lastly, certain countries in the Gulf and the MENA
region can be directly addressed on the issue of respecting human rights and the freedom of speech, as
outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Given that the right for freedom of speech and
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freedom for protest is underlined in various internationally accepted legal texts, it would be a very strong
argument to put forward.

IX. Useful Links
-

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Breaking_Taboos.pdf
This is a very brief but very insightful document on youth activism in the Gulf region, which may be of

great interest.
-

https://www.movedemocracy.org/
The World Movement for Democracy was founded by 400 democrats in 1999, in New Delhi, India.

The site includes various campaigns for democracy that could be of great help when coming up with new
NGOs which strive for a more democratic environment.
-

https://freedomhouse.org/
Freedom House includes country reports of most Member States, including freedom of press and

human rights index. It’s a useful site for determining how much freedom a Member State offers for its
citizens, which is extremely important for our issue.
-

https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/166184/The_Gulf_States_and_the_Arab_Uprisings.pdf
This lengthy document includes a detailed analysis of the Gulf States and the Arab Uprisings,

focusing on how these civil movements have impacted the region.
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